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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required to submit reports; 
for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
sistently about 1 percent below the actual strength of the Army in this coun- 
try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 
nel attached or assigned for medical care and does not include organizations 
not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as. to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases admitted to a medical installa- 
tion (either to hospital or quarters) and not returned to duty within the 
same day, except for certain cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal 
disease cases treated on aduty status, anddeaths which occurred before admis- 
sion to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise 
all "new" traumatisms (i.e., morbid conditions due toexternal causes, includ- 
ing poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, 
as well as various types of wounds not due toenemy action) other than battle 
casualties. Wnder present conditions there would not be any direct admis- 
sions in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casu- 
alties. All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classi- 
fied as "disease." 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates inannual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. It may be noted that 
under the term infectious hepatitis are included cases reported as jaundice 
and cholangitis. Appended is alist of cases reported for the rarer communi- 
cable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. More significant is the estimated non-effective 
_ rate for personnel stationed in the United States shown inthe chart onpage 7. 
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The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for "honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition to CDD’s and 
are tabulated on a somewhat different basis (e.g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in May). 


In making comparisons between Service Commands it should be borne in 
mind that morbidity rates naturally tend to be higher in those Service 
Commands which have a relatively large number of General Hospitals and Ports 
of Embarkation. The presence of sizeable numbers of troops not under the 
jurisdiction of a Service Command (e.g. casuals, task force troops, etc.) 
affects the interpretation of the data from the viewpoint of Command respon- 
sibility. 

MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting _ 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 15 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report isatable listing the stations (having strength 
ef 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception. centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. It should also be noted that reception, redis- 
tribution, and separation centers frequently report relatively large num- 
bers of admissions arising from routine physical examinations of large 
bodies: of troops. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it should be born in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission: rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases 

Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES Common Communicable Diseases: 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: Morbidity from venereal disease, excluding cases 
Morbidity from all causes increased slightly (by contracted prior to entry on active service decreased 
1 percent) during the week ending 25 May, being re- slightly to 44 per thousand. This reflects in part the 
ported at 603 per year per thousand strength. The normal cyclical trend during the month since the lowest 
current week's admission rate is 1 percent higher than rate usually occurs during the first week, followed by 
that for the corresponding week of 1944; this is the a steady rise thereafter until the end of the month. 
first time this year that morbidity has been higher The current week's rate is higher than the highest rate 
than in the corresponding week of 1944. Morbidity reported during any week of 1944. 
from disease increased slightly being reported at 550 
per thousand. ; - The admission rate from diarrhea and dysentery 
renained at 6 per thousand, continuing the low seasonal 
The admission rate from injury increased sharply level anticipated for this time of the year. 
to 53 per thousand. This is the highest rate recorded 
Since January. It should be borne in mind that the The number of new cases of measles decreased by 25} 
injury rates reported since October 1944 are not percent, while the number of new cases of mmps fell by 
strictly comparable with those prior to that time 10 percente The number of new cases of infectious 
because of the directive (issued 29 September 1944) hepatitis again increased to number 159, the highest 
which provided for the reporting of injuries existing level this year. e 
| prior to entry into active service and of readmissions 
for injury under "disease" rather than under "injury," VARIATION IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 
as was formerly donee All Causes; Disease and Injury: 
The admission rate for disease remained about the 
Respiratory Causes: same in most Service Commands; decreases of about 10 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. was reported percent were reported by the First, and Third Service 
at 121 per thousand, or about 7 percent lower than the Commands, Correspondingly, the Commands reporting 
previous week, but nevertheless about 5 percent above increases showed only slight changes, with thegreatest 


the minimm rate recorded four weeks agoe The current being registered by the Seventh and Eighth Service Con- 
week's rate is 15 percent higher than that for the cor~ mands (about 5 percent). 


responding week of 1944, which is the second time this 

year that the 1945 rate has exceeded the 1944 one. The Second Service Command again reported the 
highest morbidity from all causes (659 per thousand) 

The admission rete for pneumonia remained at 12 and from disease (611 per thousand), followed closely 

per thousand which is somewhat above the rate reported by the Sixth, Eighth, and Ninth Service Commands. The 

for the corresponding week of 1944. lowest admission rate from all causes (531 per thousand 
and from disease (484 per thousand) were reported by 
the Fifth Service Command, followed by the Military 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT'D) 


The Fourth Service Command reported the highest 
morbidity from injury (66 per thousand). All Service 
Commands except the Fourth and Eighth reported rates 
of 50 per thousand or less. 


Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. decreased 


in almost every Service Conmand. Decreases of 25 
percent or more were registered in the Third and Fifth 
Service Commands and the MDW. The highest morbidity 
from these causes was reported by the Sixth Service 
Command (164 per thousand), while the lowest was 
registered by the Fourth Service Command (97 per thou- 
sand), closely followed by the MDW. 


The admission rate from pneumonia remained about 
the same in all Service Commands. The Eighth Service 
Command again reported the highest morbidity from this 
cause (22 per thousand). 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding EPTS 
cases increased in only a few Service Commands, The 
sharpest decreases (20 percent or more) were reported 
by the First and Fifth Service Commands. The highest 
morbidity from these causes was in the Third Service 


Command (60 per thousand), with no other Command having 


a rate in excess of 46 per thousand. 


Exceptionally low morbidity fran diarrhea and 
' dysentery was reported in every Service Command, with 
none reporting a rate in excess of 8 per thousand. The 
number of new cases of measles decreased sharply in 
the Eighth and Ninth Service Commands. The number of 
new cases of mumps declined in most Service Commands, 
The number of new cases of infectious hepatitis 
remained relatively high in the Second Service Command — 
t 
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ON-EFFECTIVE RATS: 
The non-effective rate for personnel stationed in 


the continental United States is estimated at 32.9 per 
thousand strength for the week ending 25 May as com- 
pared with approximately 32 per thousand for the cor~ 
responding week of 1944. The mean number of non- 
effectives in this country, including evacuees from 
overseas, rose to 98.5 per thousande 


PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 25 MAY 19 

The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining 
was 37,623 or about 100 more than at the end of the 
previous week, Non-battle injury patients remaining 
numbered 49,900. The number of battle casualty 
patients remaining increased by about 3,300 to number 
93,8696 


CERTIFICATES OF DISABILITY FOR DISCHARGE: 
During the week ending 25 May there were 6,158 
enlisted men discharged by CDD or about 250 more than 


the previous week, About 41 percent of these dis- 
charges were reported by General Hospitals and 33 per- 
cent by Convalescent Hospitals. Included among the 
6,158 CDD's were 2,394 neuropsychiatric casese 
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WEEK ENDING 25 May 194.5_ 6 STATIONS WITH STRENGTH OF 5000 OR OVER 
CURRENT | PREVIOUS TATION CURRENT | PREVIOUS CURRENT | PREVIOUS 
ALL CAUSES DISEASE INJURY 
ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 
cle Ub aie 
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see Nature o 
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(2) Separation Center: see Nature of the Data. 
| (3) Redistribution Stations: see Nature of the 
Data. 


When the current week's data for a station 
have not been received and the previous week's 
data used instead, the rates for this station 
are not reported in this table if a were 80 
shown in last week's report 
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vo.ume_Y REPORT NO._22 LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
WEEK ENDING 25 May 19 4S 


DIPHTHERIA (5) BULLIS FEVER (2) AMEBIC DYSENTERY (31) ANKYLOSTOMIASIS (3) COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (9) STATIONS TE 
2-McGuire G.H., Va. 2-Kelly Field, Tex. 1-Mason G.H., N.Y. -Brooke G.H., Tex. 2-Pyote AAF, Tex. 10 OR MORE CA‘ 
1-Valley Forge G.H., Pa. l-Walter Reed G.H., D.C. |2-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 1-Davis-Monthan Field,Ariz. 
1-Bruns G.H., N. Mex. 1-Bragg, Ft., N.C. l-Huachuce, Ft., Ariz. STREPTOCOCCAL SORE 1 
1-Baxter G.H., Wash. ; 2-Greensboro AAFORD, N.C. \-Minter Field, Calif. F 

1-Memphis Mun. Airport Tenn. 1-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
1-Tuskegee AAF, Ala. 
1-Welch C.H., Fla. 
1-Knox, Ft., Ky. 
Mayo G.H., Ill. ; 
1-Omaha, Ft., Nebr. hi-McClellan, Ft., 


l-Bliss, Ft., Tex. 
2-Harlingen AAF, Tex. L-Knox, Ft., Ky. 


-Los Angeles PoE, Calif. 

2-Santa. Monica AAF, Calif. 
Delayed Reports Week 
ending 18 May 195 

-Drew Field, Fla. 

-Jos. T. Robinson,Cp.,Ark. 


BO-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 
h5-Roberts, Cp., Cali: 


19-Wm. Beaumont G.H. ’ 
Delayed Report We 
ending 18 May 19) 
7-Miami Beach, Fla. 
AG & SF, Redist. $} 


M’COCCIC MENING 
AT GENERAL HOSPI 
AND STATIONS UN 
TYPHUS FEVER (1) FILARIASIS (1) UNDULANT FEVER (1) RELAPSING FEVER (2) TYPHOID FEVER (1) 5000 STRENG 


1-Brooke G.H., Tex. l-Kelly Field, Tex. -Totten, Ft., N.Y. il-Sheppard Field, Tex. 1-Prince Rupert Stag.Area, || 1-Midland AAF, Tex. 
-Hoff G.H., Calif. B.C. 1-Baker, Ft., Calif. 


STATIONS WHERE SULFONAMIDE TRACHOMA (1) 
-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
IN SOME OR ALL OF UNITS 
Lincoln AAF, Nebr. 
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This report presents an analysis of venereal 
disease admission rates by color for all the stations 
in the continental United States which sulmit Sta- 
tistical Health Reports (WD MD Form 86ab). The data 
cover the four week period ending 27 April 1945 and 
are given for individual stations only where the 
colored male strength was 1000 or more, the data for 
all other units in each Service Command being showm 
combined. 


In considering morbidity from venereal diseases 
during April, reference should be had to the Review 
of Health Conditions in April contained in the Weekly 
Health Report for the week ending 18 Maye In that 
issue were shown the April venereal disease admission 
rates for all SEBS rsonnel combined for individual 
stations; on page 26 thereof were set forth the 
numbers of cases remaining under treatment on 27 April 
in each Service Command. 


The venereal cases remaining under treatment at 
the end of April accounted for .85 percent of all 
types of cases under treatment, The days lost due to 
venereal diseases during the four week period ending 
27 April totaled 60,000 or an average of about 15,000 
per week, representing a non-effective rate of .76 
per thousand. Of the 60,000 days lost due to venereal 
diseases 26,000 days were attributable to colored 
milese The resulting non-effective rate from venereal 
diseasesfor colored males was 4.7 per thousand, while 
for all other personnel it was only 47 per thousand. 


The non-effective rate for venereal diseases 
decreased slightly in April (by 5 percent); the 
decline occurred equally for both colored male and all 
other personnel. Thus, the rate for colored males 
continued to be about 10 times as high as for all 
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ANALYSIS OF VENEREAL DISEASE DATA 


other Army personnele 


In considering the variations in venereal non- 
effective rates by Service Command, it should be kept 
in mind that such variations reflect to a considerable 
extent differences in General Hospital facilities in 
each Service Command. 


For all Army personnel combined, the admission 
rate from venereal diseases (excluding cases contracted 
prior to entry on active service, designated hereafter 
as EPTS) was at a rate of 42 per thousand or the same 
as in March. For colored males, the April rate was 217 
per thousand or the same as in March, while for all 
other Amy personnel the April rate of 29 per thousand 
was the same as in March. 


The morbidity rate for colored male persomel thus 
was about 7% times as high as for all other Army per- 
sonnele The admission rate for gonorrhea was 7 times 
as great for colored males as for all other Amy per- 
sonnel, while for syphilis the admission rate for 
colored males was 15 times as great and for other vene-~ 
real diseases about 50 times as great. Practically all 
of the cases of venereal disease other than gonorrhea 
or syphilis were reported among colored males who 
accounted for 80 percent of such admissions although 
representing less than 10 per cent of the total 
strength of the Arye 


For all Army personnel canbined, morbidity due to 
venereal EPTS cases, which were predominantly syphilis, 
was ata rate of 12 per thousand in April with cor- 
responding figures of 109 and 5 per thousand for 
colored males and the remainder of the Army respect— 
ively. Variations in the admission rate for venereal 
EPTS cases reflect entirely the experience among c anit 
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ANALYSIS OF VENEREAL DISEASE DATA (CONT'D) 


inductees, so that differences in the incidence of 
such cases by Service Command or by individual station 
have little significance. Quite naturally, reception 
centers report very high rates of admission from vene~ 
real EPTS, whereas other stations usually show few 
cases or none at all. 


The Second Service Command reported the highest 
morbidity for colored males from venereal diseases 
excluding EPTS cases (320 per thousand) followed the, 
Third, Sixth, and Eighth Service Commands (about 245 
per thousand). The Seventh Service Command, with a 
rate of 159 per thousand, reported the lowest mor 
bidity from these causes among colored males, fol- 
lowed by the Fifth Service Command, with a rate of 
174 per thousand, 


. For other Army personnel there was also con- 
siderable variation by Service Command in morbidity 
from venereal diseases excluding EPTS cases, The 
Sixth Service Command with a rate of 45 per thousand 
(or about 50 percent higher than that for the country 
as a whole) and the Third and Fifth Service Commands 
with rates of 38 per thousand had the highest admis- 
Sion ratese The lowest morbidity was registered by 
the Military District of Washington (16 per thousand), 
followed by the First, Second, Eighth, and Ninth Ser 
vice Commands (26 per thousand). 
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For colored males the following stations reported 
the highest morbidity for total venereal diseases ex- 
cluding EPTS cases, all having admission rates in 
excess of 350 per thousand: Camp Kilmer, N.J.3 Dale 
Mabry Field, Flae; Gulfport Field, Misse; Camp Livings~ 
ton, La.; Camp Beale, Calif.; and Fort Lawton, Washe 


The highest admission rates for syphilis excluding 
EPTS cases for colored males were reported by Drew 
Field, Fla. (223 per thousand); Camp Beale, Calif. (132 
per thousand); and Orlando AAF, Fla. (116 per thousand 
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BY SERVICE COMMAND 


FOR THE FOUR WEEK PERIOD ENDING 27 APRIL 1945 
ANNUAL RATE OF ADMISSION PER 1000 STRENGTH 
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